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§60.5360 What is the purpose of this
subpart?

This subpart establishes emission
standards and compliance schedules for
the control of volatile organic com-
pounds (VOC) and sulfur dioxide (SO,)
emissions from affected facilities that
commence construction, modification
or reconstruction after August 23, 2011.

§60.5365 Am I subject to this subpart?

You are subject to the applicable pro-
visions of this subpart if you are the
owner or operator of one or more of the
onshore affected facilities listed in
paragraphs (a) through (g) of this sec-
tion for which you commence construc-
tion, modification or reconstruction
after August 23, 2011.

(a) BEach gas well affected facility,
which is a single natural gas well.

(b) Each centrifugal compressor af-
fected facility, which is a single cen-
trifugal compressor using wet seals
that is located between the wellhead
and the point of custody transfer to the
natural gas transmission and storage
segment. A centrifugal compressor lo-
cated at a well site, or an adjacent well
site and servicing more than one well
site, is not an affected facility under
this subpart.

(c) Each reciprocating compressor af-
fected facility, which is a single recip-
rocating compressor located between
the wellhead and the point of custody
transfer to the natural gas trans-
mission and storage segment. A recip-
rocating compressor located at a well
site, or an adjacent well site and serv-
icing more than one well site, is not an
affected facility under this subpart.

(d)(1) For the oil production segment
(between the wellhead and the point of
custody transfer to an oil pipeline),
each pneumatic controller affected fa-
cility, which is a single continuous
bleed natural gas-driven pneumatic
controller operating at a natural gas
bleed rate greater than 6 scfh.
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(2) For the natural gas production
segment (between the wellhead and the
point of custody transfer to the natural
gas transmission and storage segment
and not including natural gas proc-
essing plants), each pneumatic con-
troller affected facility, which is a sin-
gle continuous bleed natural gas-driven
pneumatic controller operating at a
natural gas bleed rate greater than 6
scfh.

(3) For natural gas processing plants,
each pneumatic controller affected fa-
cility, which is a single continuous
bleed natural gas-driven pneumatic
controller.

(e) Each storage vessel affected facil-
ity, which is a single storage vessel lo-
cated in the oil and natural gas produc-
tion segment, natural gas processing
segment or natural gas transmission
and storage segment, and has the po-
tential for VOC emissions equal to or
greater than 6 tpy as determined ac-
cording to this section by October 15,
2013 for Group 1 storage vessels and by
April 15, 2014, or 30 days after startup
(whichever is later) for Group 2 storage
vessels. A storage vessel affected facil-
ity that subsequently has its potential
for VOC emissions decrease to less than
6 tpy shall remain an affected facility
under this subpart. The potential for
VOC emissions must be calculated
using a generally accepted model or
calculation methodology, based on the
maximum average daily throughput de-
termined for a 30-day period of produc-
tion prior to the applicable emission
determination deadline specified in
this section. The determination may
take into account requirements under
a legally and practically enforceable
limit in an operating permit or other
requirement established under a Fed-
eral, State, local or tribal authority.
Any vapor from the storage vessel that
is recovered and routed to a process
through a VRU designed and operated
as specified in this section is not re-
quired to be included in the determina-
tion of VOC potential to emit for pur-
poses of determining affected facility
status, provided you comply with the
requirements in paragraphs (e)(1)
through (4) of this section.

(1) You meet the cover requirements
specified in §60.5411(b).
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(2) You meet the closed vent system
requirements specified in §60.5411(c).

(3) You maintain records that docu-
ment compliance with paragraphs (e)(1)
and (2) of this section.

(4) In the event of removal of appa-
ratus that recovers and routes vapor to
a process, or operation that is incon-
sistent with the conditions specified in
paragraphs (e)(1) and (2) of this section,
you must determine the storage ves-
sel’s potential for VOC emissions ac-
cording to this section within 30 days
of such removal or operation.

(f) The group of all equipment, except
compressors, within a process unit is
an affected facility.

(1) Addition or replacement of equip-
ment for the purpose of process im-
provement that is accomplished with-
out a capital expenditure shall not by
itself be considered a modification
under this subpart.

(2) Equipment associated with a com-
pressor station, dehydration unit,
sweetening unit, underground storage
vessel, field gas gathering system, or
liquefied natural gas unit is covered by
§§60.5400, 60.5401, 60.5402, 60.5421, and
60.5422 of this subpart if it is located at
an onshore natural gas processing
plant. Equipment not located at the
onshore natural gas processing plant
site is exempt from the provisions of
§§60.5400, 60.5401, 60.5402, 60.5421, and
60.5422 of this subpart.

(3) The equipment within a process
unit of an affected facility located at
onshore natural gas processing plants
and described in paragraph (f) of this
section are exempt from this subpart if
they are subject to and controlled ac-
cording to subparts VVa, GGG or GGGa
of this part.

(g) Sweetening units located at on-
shore natural gas processing plants
that process natural gas produced from
either onshore or offshore wells.

(1) Each sweetening unit that proc-
esses natural gas is an affected facility;
and

(2) Each sweetening unit that proc-
esses natural gas followed by a sulfur
recovery unit is an affected facility.

(3) Facilities that have a design ca-
pacity less than 2 long tons per day
(LT/D) of hydrogen sulfide (H,S) in the
acid gas (expressed as sulfur) are re-
quired to comply with recordkeeping
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and reporting requirements specified in
§60.5423(c) but are not required to com-
ply with §§60.5405 through 60.5407 and
§§60.5410(g) and 60.5415(g) of this sub-
part.

(4) Sweetening facilities producing
acid gas that is completely reinjected
into oil-or-gas-bearing geologic strata
or that is otherwise not released to the
atmosphere are not subject to §§60.5405
through 60.5407, 60.5410(g), 60.5415(g),
and 60.5423 of this subpart.

(h) The following provisions apply to
gas well facilities that are hydrau-
lically refractured.

(1) A gas well facility that conducts a
well completion operation following
hydraulic refracturing is not an af-
fected facility, provided that the re-
quirements of §60.5375 are met. For
purposes of this provision, the dates
specified in §60.5375(a) do not apply,
and such facilities, as of October 15,
2012, must meet the requirements of
§60.5375(a)(1) through (4).

(2) A well completion operation fol-
lowing hydraulic refracturing at a gas
well facility not conducted pursuant to
§60.5375 is a modification to the gas
well affected facility.

(3) Refracturing of a gas well facility
does not affect the modification status
of other equipment, process units, stor-
age vessels, compressors, or pneumatic
controllers located at the well site.

(4) A gas well facility initially con-
structed after August 23, 2011, is con-
sidered an affected facility regardless
of this provision.

[77 FR 49542, Aug. 16, 2012, as amended at 78
FR 58435, Sept. 23, 2013]

§60.5370 When must I comply with
this subpart?

(a) You must be in compliance with
the standards of this subpart no later
than October 15, 2012 or upon startup,
whichever is later.

(b) The provisions for exemption
from compliance during periods of
startup, shutdown and malfunctions
provided for in 40 CFR 60.8(c) do not
apply to this subpart.

(c) You are exempt from the obliga-
tion to obtain a permit under 40 CFR
part 70 or 40 CFR part 71, provided you
are not otherwise required by law to
obtain a permit under 40 CFR 70.3(a) or
40 CFR 71.3(a). Notwithstanding the
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